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1 13,  East  Street y 

South  MoltoYiy 

June,  1953, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

South  Molton  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman^  Mrs.  Loosemore  and  Qentlemeny 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the 

Rural  District  for  the  year  1952. 


Your  obedient  Servant y 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN 

M.R,C.S.  {Eng.X  L,R.C,P.  [Loncl.),  D.PM.  (Oxon). 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30114627 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  SOUTH  MOLTON  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1952 


LIST  OF  STAFF 


The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of  : — 

Part-time  Officers  : — 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN, 

M.R.C.S.  (Eng.).  L.R.C.P,  (Lond.)  D.P.H.  (Oxon.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Mrs.  ELWORTHY,  Clerk. 


Whole -time  Officers: — 

W.  H,  KARSLAKE,  m.r.s.i..  m.s.i.a. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

A.  J.  C.  NEX,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  from  June,  1951. 
Miss  M.  LOCK,  Clerk. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 

Area  in  acres 
Population  ... 

Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

Vital  Statistics. 

LIVE  BIRTHS— Legitimate 

Illegitimate  ... 


of  the  Area* 

117,432 

9,141 

2,842 

^30,379 

^125 


Males  Females  Total 

68  63  131 

3  3  6 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  14*9 

STILL  BIRTHS— Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


137 


Males  Females  Total 

4  1  5 

0  0  0 


Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Birth^^f  hmales 

DEATHS  ...  ...  *^3  45 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  11  8 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year. 

Males 

4 

Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate 


Females 

2 

0 


5 

Total 

108 


0 

0 

Total 

6 

1 
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Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  51'0 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks. 

Males 

4 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Females 

2 

0 


Total 

6 

1 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


65—69 

70—74 

75—79 

80—84 


Local  Deaths  over  65  years 

13  85—89 

16  90—94 

16  95—100 

22 


of  age. 


0 

0 

0 


9 

4 


80 


4 


Below  you  will  find  a  Table  that  shows  the  comparative  figures 
for  South  Molton  Rural  District  and  England  and  Wales. 

The  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  shown  corrected  by  the  area 
comparability  factors. 


Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

population 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis 
under  2  years 

South  Molton  R.D,  ... 

17-1 

•54 

10-3 

51-0 

0 

England  and  Wales  ... 

15‘3 

•35 

11-3 

27-6 

1-1 

Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1952. 

Males 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  stomach  ...  ...  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  lung  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  0 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  uterus  ...  ...  0 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  5 

Coronary  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  0 

Other  Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gastro  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  Diseases  ...  9 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


63 


Females 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

1 

2 

14 

1 

3 
2 
0 
1 
0 

4 
1 
0 


45 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1952 


AGE 
Years 

0-1 

1-2 

2- 3 

3- 4 

4- 5 
5-10 

10-15  ...  4  2  —  — 

15-20  — 

20-25  ...  -  1  —  — 

25-30  — 

30-40  ...  —  —  —  — 

48  — 

Adults  ...  — 


Totals  -  9  6  8  5 


excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Scarlet  Food 

Fever  Pnenraonia  Po'^sonin^ 
M  F  M  F  M  F 


1  2  —  —  —  — 


—  3  1 


2  2  2  —  3  1 


(in  age  groups, 


Whooping 


Measles 

Cough 

M 

F 

M  P 

— 

— 

1  - 

— 

— 

3  - 

— 

— 

2  - 

5 

3 

2 

38 


I  append  a  Table  showing  the  distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  in  1952  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 


Bishopsnympton 
Chittlebampton 
Chulmleigh 
East  Buckland 
East  Worlington 
Filleigh 
Mariansleigh 
Molland 
North  Molton 
Rackenford 
West  Anstey 
West  Buckland 
Witheridge 


Whooping 

Scarlet 

Food 

Measles 

Cough 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Poisoning 

3 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

' 

— 

8 

— 

— 

■ 

Totals  -  15  13  4  2  4 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1952. 


Pulmonary 
Aged  53  years  Male 


95 

9) 

99 


57 

60 

74 


V 

9> 

J5 

99 

n 

9  9 

Non  Pulmonary 

Aged  44  years  Female 
1 


38 


4 


1 


Total  5 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area, 


HOSPITALS. 


1.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Hawley  Sanatorium  situated  in  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple  has 
29  beds. 

2.  MATERNITY  CASES. 

The  Devon  County  Council  are  continuing  to  act  as  they  did  in 
1949  as  agents  for  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  until  the  Board 
has  completed  its  own  plans  for  the  treatment  of  Maternity  Cases. 

There  is  a  Ward  of  12  beds  with  a  fully  qualified  staff  at  the 
North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple,  available  for  maternity  cases 
of  doubt  and  difficulty. 

4  beds  in  the  South  Molton  and  District  Cottage  Hospital  are 
set  aside  for  maternity  cases. 

A  General  Practitioners’  Maternity  Unit  of  13  beds  is  at 
“  Highfield,”  Victoria  Road,  Barnstaple. 

3.  ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  are  sent  either  to  Whipton  Hospital  near  Exeter,  or  to 
the  Bideford  Isolation  Hospital  which  is  situated  just  outside  the 
Borough  of  Bideford.  The  latter  is  of  recent  construction  and 
well  equipped  in  every  way  for  the  treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases 

Changes  in  1952  have  resulted  in  20  beds  being  available  in 
cubicles  for  Infectious  cases  and  12  in  a  separate  block  for  early 
Tuberculosis  cases  from  North  Devon. 

4.  SMALL  POX. 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  to  which  cases  of  Small  Pox  will  be 
sent  is  at  Upton  Pine.  Telephone  to  Isolation  Hospital,  Whipton, 
67158  and  this  is  the  same  number  for  the  Ambulance. 

5.  GENERAL. 

The  South  Molton  and  District  Cottage  Hospital  situated  in 
the  Borough  serves  the  area.  There  are  10  beds  for  general  and 
Maternity  cases. 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary  situated  in  Barnstaple  also  serves 
the  area  and  provides  modern  medical  and  surgical  treatment. 

In  South  Molton  there  are  29  beds  available  at  Beech  House 
for  the  Chronic  Sick. 
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6.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


V.D.  Clinic. — This  is  held  at  the  Annexe  of  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary,  Barnstaple. 


Mondays 

Thursdays 


Sessions. 

Femalfe 

4.0  p.m, 
4.30  p.m. 


Male 

5.15  p.m. 
5.45  p.m. 


Chest  Clinics  are  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary. 


Tuesdays 

Thursdays 


Fridays 


9.0  a.m. 
2.0  p.m. 
9.0  a.m. 
2.0  p.m. 

9.0  a.m. 
2.0  p.m. 


1.0  p.m.  i 
4.0  p.m.  1 
1.0  p.m.  I 

-  4.30  p.m.  j 

1.0  p.m.  1 

-  4,0  p.m.  I 


Clinic  and 
X-Ray 

Examinations 
A.P.  refills. 


7.  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

There  are  5  District  Nurses  in  the  area  all  of  whom  act  as 
Midwives. 


8.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

■L^ti.fBajrTOa:aa:jBgggj’gEawit'.t''rT,"«r?,T»gieifJWiiii'n«t»rgBfTTfMwc;gw^B 

The  main  Laboratory  is  situated  at  7,  Dix’s  Field,  Exeter  and 
Dr.  Moore  is  the  Director.  It  is  completely  installed  with  the 
necessary  equipment  for  bacteriological  examinations  of  all  kinds. 
Its  diagnostic  and  consultative  services  are  available  for  all  patients. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  water  and  milk  are  also  carried 

out. 


The  service  is  extremely  valuable  and  is  widely  used  by  the 
Medical  Practitioners. 

There  is  also  a  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the  former 
Barnstaple  and  North  Devon  Dispensary  building  in  Barnstaple 
with  a  full  time  Pathologist  and  Technical  Staff  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  whole  North  Devon  area. 

The  Blood  Bank  which  was  formerly  at  the  North  Devon 
Infirmary  has  been  transferred  to  this  Laboratory. 

9  IMMUNIZATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  116  children  received  Primary  Injections  and 
137  children  Re-inforcing  Injections. 
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10.  VACCINATION 


The  following  are  the  figures  for  1952. 

Under  1  year  of  age,  1^ — 4  years.  5 — 14  years.  15  years  and  over 
28  24  10  15 

11.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
the  Local  Health  Authority  (f.e.  the  Devon  County  Council)  is 
responsible  for  the  prevision  of  an  Ambulance  Service,  and  the 
Devon  Health  Committee  has  arranged  for  this  to  be  provided 
through  the  agency  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 
Under  the  scheme,  an  Ambulance  Station  has  been  established  at 
South  Molton,  The  District  served  is  South  Molton  Borough  and 
South  Molton  Rural  District.  The  Hospital  Car  Service,  also 
under  the  Devon  County  Council,  is  available  on  application  to  the 
Hospital,  and  the  Ambulance  Service  is  empowered  to  hire  cars  in 
urgent-  cases  when  an  Ambulance  is  not  necessary. 


I  desire  to  thank  Mr.  Willey  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for 
the  help  they  have  given  to  me. 


F.  J.  H.  MARTIN. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  SURVEYOR  TO  THE  SOUTH  MOLTON 

RURAL  AREA. 

For  the  year  ended  31st  Oecember,  1952. 


8,  East  Street, 

South  Molton. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Loosemore  &  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  relating  to  the  work 
carried  out  during  1952. 


Water. 


Considerable  progress  was  made  by  the  North  Devon  Water 
Board  with  mainlaying  during  the  year,  and  the  position  at  the  end 
of  the  year  is  given  in  the  table. 


PARISH 

No.  of  Houses 
supplied  from 

Estimated 

Population 

No.  of  Houses 
supplied  by 

Estimated 

Population 

Bishopsnympton 

Public  Mains 

83 

so  served 

291 

Standpipes  on 
Public  Mains 

19 

so  served 

67 

Charles  (Brayford)  ... 

31 

108 

— 

— 

Chulmleigh 

235 

823 

— 

— 

Kingsnympton 

62 

217 

1 

4 

North  Molton 

188 

658 

33 

116 

Rackenford 

43 

150 

— 

— 

Witheridge 

157 

550 

48 

168 

Chittlehampton 

78 

273 

— 

— 

Chittlehamholt 

29 

102 

— 

— 

Georgenympton 

13 

45 

— 

— 

Meshaw 

8 

28 

— 

— 

Romansleigh 

9 

32 

— 

— 

Satterleigh 

3 

10 

— 

— 

East  Worlington 

18 

63 

— 

— 

Mariansleigh 

7 

24 

— 

— 

25  Samples  of  private  supplies 

were  taken  with  the  results  as 

shown. 


Chemical 

Chemical  &  Bacteriological 

Bacteriological 

Satisfactory  3 

6 

6 

Unsatisfactory  — 

1 

9 

102  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  water  supplies. 

The  number  of  farms  improving  and  supplementing  their 
supplies  continues  to  increase  and  financial  assistance  is  given  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  many  cases. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


No  new  Sewerage  or  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  constructed 
during  the  year.  The  schemes  being  prepared  by  your  Consulting- 
Engineers  are  not  yet  ready  for  tender. 

Daring  the  year  3,1^3  visits  and  inspections  were  made 
including 

Public  Health. — Byelaws  .  419 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  8 

Disinfections  (Rooms)  ...  14 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  96 

General  Inspections  ...  247 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  17 

Sewers  &  Sewage  Disposal  409 

Town  And  Country  Planning  Acts  ...  67 

Building  Licensing  .  10 

Food  and  Drugs. — Section  13.  Premises  ...  269 

Section  14.  ditto  ...  44 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection  24 

Housing — General  Inspections. — Council  Houses  583 

Other  ...  66 

Council  Houses  in  course  of  erection 
and  new  Housing  Sites  ...  ...  236 

Petroleum  Regulations  .  9 

The  following  Drainage  Work  was  carried  out. — 

N  ew  Drainage  Disposal  Systems  constructed  14 

E.C’s.  converted  to  W.C’s.  ...  ...  ...  Ig 

New  W.C’s.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Sewer  Connections  ...  ...  ...  g 

New  Baths  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  iQ 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Central  Refuse  Collection  Scheme  has  operated 
satisfactorily  and  several  alterations  were  made  to  the  route  in  order 
to  serve  further  properties  in  the  area. 

It  is  hoped  to  obtain  a  site  for  refuse  disposal  at  Bailey  Head 
Meadow  to  be  used  jointly  with  the  Borough  Council  and  it  has 
been  agreed  that  the  tipping  shall  be  properly  controlled.  This 
will  mean  the  appointment  of  a  man  solely  for  this  purpose. 
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Food  and  Drugs. 


The  premises  in  the  district  in  which  food  is  handled  and  sold 
are  visited  regularly  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  has  continued 
to  show  improvement,  but  the  standards  of  construction  of  some  of 
the  older  properties  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Confirmation  of 
the  Food  Flandling  Byelaws  has  not  yet  been  received.  Improve¬ 
ments  or  repairs  were  carried  out  at  40  premises  as  a  result  of 
informal  action. 


A  further  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  contrary  to  my  reco¬ 
mmendation  and  there  are  now  2  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district.  Occasionally  pigs  are  slaughtered  and  part  of  the  carcase 
is  for  sale  for  human  consumption.  When  notification  is  received, 
the  carcase  is  inspected. 


Meat. 

3  cwts.  2  Qrs.  24i  lbs.  of  Home  Killed  Meat, 

22i  lbs.  of  Offal  and 

2  cwts.  2  Qrs.  14i  lbs.  of  Imported  Meat 
were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrendered  for 
destruction. 


Canned  Foods  Surrendered 


Ham 

Fruit 

V  egetables 
Jam 
Soup 
Fish 

Milk  ... 


15  tins. 

50  lbs. 

3 

ozs 

44  „ 

60  „ 

0 

3  5 

4  „ 

5  „ 

14 

3  3 

1  Jar 

1  „ 

8 

33 

6  tins. 

4  „ 

3 

J3 

3 

1  „ 

9 

33 

9  „ 

9  „ 

0 

33 
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Ice-Cream. 

7  Premises  remain  on  the  register  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Bakehouses 

Improvements  were  carried  out  at  some  of  the  12  Bakehouses. 

Factories  Act,  1937 

40  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Informal 
action  was  taken  in  4  instances. 


Housing. 

22  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  and  4  by  Private 
Enterprise.  Three  units  of  housing  were  provided  by  conversions. 
Work  was  in  progress  on  the  site  at  Georgenympton  and  schemes 
were  being  prepared  for  North  Molton,  Alswear,  Holland,  and 
Bishopsnympton. 

The  need  for  houses  appears  to  be  nearly  satisfied  and  the  time 
for  clearing  some  of  the  older  insanitary  houses  would  appear  to  be 
here.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a  survey  was  not  carried  out  as  a 
result  of  the  Hobhouse  report,  but  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out  a 
survey  of  the  district  with  the  present  Staff. 

Apart  from  repairs  carried  out  in  Council  Houses,  15  properties 
were  made  fit  as  a  result  of  informal  action  under  the  Housing  and 
Pulbic  Health  Acts. 


Building  Licensing. 

19  applications  for  Building  Licences  were  received,  18  granted 
and  1  carried  forward. 

Planning  and  Byelaws. 

101  Plans  were  received  under  the  Building  Byelaws  during 
the  year,  100  were  approved  and  1  was  carried  forward  to  1953. 

Of  the  65  Plans  received  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning 
Acts,  together  with  3  brought  forew^ard  from  195 1, 59  were  approved 
2  refused  and  7  carried  forward. 


W.  H.  KARSLAKE,  m.k.s.l,  m.s.i.a. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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